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Intertextuality Analysis of the “Deal of the Century” in the 

Washington Post and Ad-Dustour Newspapers 

*Lynda Rachid Messaoudene 

Abstract: 

The study investigates the function of intertextual patterns (reported 

speech) as a discourse strategy to show the power and ideological stance in 
selected newspapers (The Washington Post (WP) and Ad-Dustour 

newspapers) regarding the "Deal of the Century". The study draws on 
Fairclough’s (1995) three-dimensional framework to compare the use of 
intertextuality in representing the “Deal of the Century” in news articles. 

The sample includes 14 articles (7 from WP and 7 from Ad-Dustour). The 
results showed that both newspapers use intertextuality to deliver their 

ideologies toward the plan. This is evident through the positive 
intertextuality used in WP's “Deal of the Century” representation. WP used 
intertextuality to draw a good picture of the plan's benefits. However, Ad-

Dustour depicted the plan as a harmful initiative through the hostile 
speeches used. The ideology of both newspapers is evident and can be 

seen through the intertextuality pattern. 
Keywords: Intertextuality, ideology, “Deal of the Century”, Ad-Dustour, 
The Washington Post. 
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 صحيفتي الواشنطن بوست والدستور في"صفقة القرن"  ل التناصتحليل 

 *مسعودانرشيد ليندة 
 

 ملخص:
تبحث هذه الدراسة في وظيفة الأنماط التناصية )الكلام المنقول( كإستراتيجية خطابية 
لإظهار السلطة والموقف الأيديولوجي في صحف مختارة )صحيفتي الواشنطن بوست والدستور( 

( لمقارنة 5991ق ب"صفقة القرن". تعتمد الدراسة على إطار فيركلاف ثلاثي الأبعاد )فيما يتعل
من  7مقالًا ) 51استخدام التناص في تمثيل "صفقة القرن" في المقالات الإخبارية. تتضمن العينة 

من الدستور(. وتظهر النتائج أن كلتا الصحيفتين استخدمتا التناص  7الواشنطن بوست و
تجاه الصفقة. ويتضح هذا من خلال التناص الإيجابي  لإيصال أيديولوجياتهماكاستراتيجية 

استخدمت التناص لرسم صورة  ذإالمستخدم في تمثيل جريدة الواشنطن بوست لـ "صفقة القرن" 
أنها مبادرة سلبية من خلال الخطابات بجيدة لفوائد الصفقة. لكن صحيفة الدستور صورت الخطة 

ها. إن أيديولوجية كلتا الصحيفتين واضحة ويمكن رؤيتها من خلال نمط السلبية التي استخدمت
 التناص.

 .واشنطن بوستالالتناص، الأيديولوجية، "صفقة القرن"، الدستور، الكلمات المفتاحية: 
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1. Introduction 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is long-lasting in the Middle East. A 

peace process to resolve the struggle between Israel and Palestine has been 
proposed many times to settle this conflict. Such initiatives include the 

Declaration of Principles/Oslo Accords (1993-1995), the Bush 
Declaration/Arab Peace Initiative/Roadmap (2002-2003), and recently 
Trump's plan (2020). However, all these initiatives failed to achieve their 

goals. The “Deal of the Century”, officially referred to as “The Vision for 
peace prosperity and a brighter future for Israel and Palestinian people", 

was first formally announced on January 28, 2020, in Washington. 
However, this plan has been prepared for the past few years under the 
leadership of Jared Kushner, Donald Trump's son-in-law, and Benjamin 

Netanyahu, Israeli prime minister.  

The “Deal of the Century” is a regional partnership to achieve peace 

between Israel and Palestine. The plan applies to a two-state solution (i.e., 
two independent states). However, this is not the case for Palestine, as its 
independence will be limited to its territory. Trump's peace plan allows 

Israel to approve the annexation and new settlement construction in the 
West Bank. The program's announcement attracted worldwide attention, 

and clearly, the media had an influential role in reporting on a momentous 
event that could end the longest-running conflict between Israel and 
Palestine. The media, including newspapers, are one of the most powerful 

tools, which go beyond simply presenting information to manipulate 
people's thinking, especially when it comes to sensitive political events. As 

McCombs and Shaw (1972) stated, the reader is not only informed of the 
news story's subject matter but also the story's significance and position. 

A newspaper's language can provide insight into its ideological 

outlook, social and cultural context, and attitudes toward specific ideas and 
concepts. To develop compelling event articles, newspapers combine 

many previous articles. Reporting political voices is one of the strategies 
that newspapers rely on to increase the authenticity of their papers. 
Accordingly, intertextuality is a discourse strategy used to expose 

journalistic underlying ideologies.  
The current research used intertextuality analysis to identify the 

preferences and ideologies of journalists. This allows for the revelation of 
underlying ideological perspectives. According to Chouliaraki and 
Fairclough (1999), reported speech involves incorporating the words of 

others into one's own discourse. This use of reported speech serves as a 
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clear manifestation of intertextuality. This study looks at how language, 
namely intertextuality, functions in relation to the "Deal of the Century" 

portrayal. 

2. Purpose of the study 

This research examines the media coverage of the "Deal of the 
Century" in two prominent international newspapers, namely the 
Washington Post and Ad-Dustour. These two newspapers are selected 

based on their widespread readership and prominent positions among the 
most important publications globally. This study has two-fold objectives. 

Firstly, it aims to distinguish the different uses of intertextual patterns to 
represent the “Deal of the Century” by the two newspapers. Secondly, it 
explores the ideologies underpinning the basis of the newspapers' strategy, 

as seen by the intertextual patterns used to convince readers of the validity 
of their perspectives. 

3. Research questions 

The study seeks to answer two major questions: 
1. How do The Washington Post and Ad-Dustour newspapers use 

intertextuality (reported speech voices) to represent the “Deal of the 
Century”? 

2. How does the use of intertextuality in The Washington Post and Ad-
Dustour articles reflect their underlying ideology? 

4. Significance of the study 

This study explores an interesting topic by critically examining the 
use of intertextuality in presenting the “Deal of the Century” in The 

Washington Post and Ad-Dustour newspapers. The investigation is 
prompted by the lack of attention given to the analysis of the ideologies 
contributing to this topic in various newspapers. The “Deal of the Century” 

articles are considered political texts that journalists use to convince 
readers of the legitimacy of their ideologies. In addition, it is essential to 

mention that the opinions offered in newspapers differed regarding this 
plan. 

 Furthermore, to the best of the researcher's knowledge, the analysis 

of intertextual patterns representing the "Deal of the Century" in media 
using Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) has never been carried out. This 

study demonstrates the ideological differences between WP and Ad-
Dustour newspapers' media coverage of the "Deal of the Century". This 
study, therefore, fills a gap in the literature by presenting a linguistic 

analysis within the CDA framework, precisely a study of intertextuality. 
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5. Literature Review 

CDA is a multidisciplinary approach that analyzes and evaluates 

language's meaning. It aims to explore how language use reinforces power 
relationships in society, manipulation, discrimination, and fundamental 

imbalances in spoken or written discourse (Wodak, 1995). It is, therefore, 
an analytical study area that looks at how power, domination, and 
inequality are used in speech.  

CDA mainly focuses on social issues and political conflicts. Van Dijk 
(1993) argued that CDA is based on the relationship between discourse, 

power, domination, and social inequality. It studies both linguistic 
features, known as the micro level (i.e., language use), as well as social, 
cultural, and political contexts, known as the macro level, i.e., the use of 

power, domination, and inequality. This means that CDA is concerned 
with analyzing language in real-life situations. 

Ideology is a fundamental aspect of power and domination analysis in 
CDA. An ideology is a belief system that includes all the thoughts and 
ideas about a particular subject. Fairclough (2003) defined ideology as a 

way of seeing things that can be used to help create, maintain, and change 
the way society works. It is a representation of how power, domination, 

and exploitation work. This means that ideology includes all aspects that 
help people form their ideas; it is simply the ability to summarize one's 
point of view. 

5.1. Studies on Israeli-Palestinian conflict reporting 
Several studies have been conducted regarding how the media deals 

with the Israel-Palestine issue using CDA. However, media coverage of 
the “Deal of the Century” has not been the subject of in-depth research 
using CDA, mainly through intertextuality (reported speech). 

Zelizer's (2002) study on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict's press 
coverage on AJE and CNN, using CDA, revealed a correlation between 

journalists' goals and the newspaper's power and ideology. The study 
found a connection between the discourses of other actors and the 
newspaper's power and underlying ideology, highlighting the importance 

of intertextuality in shaping the narrative. 
Warshagha (2019) examined the representation of voices and social 

actors in Al-Jazeera and CNN online articles during the 2014 Israel-Gaza 
conflict. The study found that the language of news articles reflects the 
media's power and ideology and that both platforms used direct or indirect 

reported speech and inclusive or exclusive voices, highlighting the 



The Jordanian Association for Educational Sciences, Jordanian Education Journal, Vol (10), No (2), 2025 

622 

importance of intertextuality in expressing their concepts and ideological 
goals. 

Khader (2020) analyzed the US president and the Israeli prime 
minister's speeches announcing “Deal of the Century”. The data were 

collected from the speeches of Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu's 
plan declaration. The speeches are delivered in Arabiya in English on the 
YouTube channel. The findings showed power abuse in both speeches as a 

means to create ideologies that support Israel's interests. 
Taha and Al-Khanji (2020) studied the representation of Gaza 

marches in newspapers like the New York Times (NYT, henceforth), 
Haaretz, Guardian, and Jordan Times. They found that the NYT and 
Haaretz give more weight to Israeli political and military figures, 

promoting deadly attacks and indicating a biased stance against 
Palestinians. The Guardian and Jordan Times, on the other hand, consider 

Palestinian civilians' victims as human suffering. The study highlighted the 
need for a more accurate representation of Palestinian issues. 

In contrast, Amer (2022) conducted a study on media coverage of the 

Israeli onslaught on Gaza in May 2021, analyzing the portrayal of 
Palestinian and Israeli figures and acts. The study included 53 articles from 

the NYT Times and 25 from the BBC and found that both newspapers 
normalized the Israeli attack, justifying it as a response to Hamas rockets. 
The results highlighted the significant impact of media coverage on 

ideological expression and the bias against Israel. 
Despite the vast literature on the CDA, which studied the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, to the best of our knowledge, no studies have 
specifically addressed the “Deal of the Century”. 

6. Methodology 

6.1. Theoretical framework 

The study is conducted within Fairclough's (1995) three-dimensional 

framework. It analyzes text on three different levels: Text analysis 
(description), discourse analysis (interpretation), and socio-political 
analysis (explanation). This model covers all of the text's aspects, 

including a given text's linguistic features, social effects, and social 
practices, to reveal its underlying ideology. Ideology plays a role in 

controlling the doctrine of a social group (Van Dijk, 1995). Ideology is not 
explicitly apparent; however, it is inferred from the use of language and 
power. This may involve the use of specific linguistic devices such as 

intertextuality. This latter is a discourse medium that implies connecting 
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particular texts in the current context and those from the past. According to 
Fairclough (1989), each dimension requires a distinct type of analysis. 

1. Text analysis (description stage) 
This step involves analyzing the linguistic features of a discourse. 

Fairclough (1989, p. 26) argued that description is the part that deals with 
the formal characteristics of the text. This means that, in the description 
phase, all linguistic elements must be analyzed, including vocabulary 

(word choice/lexical analysis), grammar (transitivity, passivation 
(Richardson (2007)), and text structure. 

2. Discourse analysis (interpretation) 

Interpretation is concerned with how the text is produced. According 
to Fairclough (1989), at this stage, the relationship between discourse and 

its production is examined. Discourse analysis considers text as both a 
product and an instrument of interpretation. In addition to analyzing 

language and text structure, special consideration is given to speech act 
and intertextuality, which is the present study's focus.  
1.1. Intertextuality: It is one of the essential elements of Fairclough's 

approach. Intertextuality transforms a past text into a contemporary 
present text, creating a vital dimension for critical discourse analysis. 

Fairclough (1989) argued that intertextuality interpretation “is a 
matter of deciding which series a text belongs to” (p. 152). In the 
same vein, Fairclough (1992) described intertextuality as the 

characteristic of texts to include pieces of other texts that are either 
marked or blended in. As Richardson (2007) suggested, analyzing 

intertextuality involves analyzing multiple reported speech forms- 
direct and indirect. According to Richardson (2007), journalists 
present their news articles in a way that can influence public opinion 

by using intertextuality. 
3. Social analysis (explanation): All contexts (i.e., sociocultural and 

historical) must be analyzed at this stage. This involves combining the 
general results of the earlier stages (textual and discursive) with the 
social and political context where socio-political aspects are 

considered. In describing the explanation stage, Fairclough (1989) 
stated that “this feature of the framework encapsulates what I think is 

an important principle for critical discourse analysis of institutional 
and discoursal practices within which texts are embedded” (p. 9). This 
means that the social analysis stage aims to analyze the hidden 

ideology. 
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In this study, the intertextuality used to represent the “Deal of the 
Century” is analyzed. By considering the different reported speeches used, 

we can infer the relationship between the selected reported figures and the 
reported speech to reveal how the authors reproduce the language to show 

the newspaper’s power and ideology, as intertextuality helps design power 
relations. 

7. Data collection  

The data include articles extracted from WP 
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/) and Ad-Dustour 

(https://www.addustour.com/) official online websites. These newspapers 
are selected based on their large circulation, worldwide population, and 
political views. A total of 14 articles were selected, i.e., 7 from American 

newspapers (WP) and 7 from Arabic newspapers (Ad-Dustour), published 
from 2019 to 2020. The period of the selected articles was chosen because 

of the date of the announcement of the “Deal of the Century” (i.e., 
publication of the economic part (2019) and publication of the political 
part (2020)). 

The data were not randomly chosen; however, each source was 
carefully selected. Due to the vast amount of data regarding the topic in 

both newspapers (Arabic and western sources), data selection was 
imposed; the sample should be representative. To do so, six essential 
events related to the “Deal of the Century” were considered. Those events 

included the “Deal of the Century” economic part announcement (June 22, 
2019), the “Deal of the Century” political part announcement (January 28, 

2020), the UAE-Israel relation normalization announcement (August 13, 
2020), Bahrain’s Israel recognition announcement (September 15, 2020), 
Morocco’s Israel recognition announcement (October 10, 2020), and 

Sudan’s Israel recognition announcement (October 23, 2020). The reports 
were selected to cover the previous six crucial events. The selection made 

similar choices on both sides (WP and Ad-Dustour). This enabled us to 
compare and contrast similar data in the two newspapers 

8. Data Analysis 

This study follows the mixed-method approach (qualitative and 
quantitative). The data were analyzed within Fairclough’s three-

dimensional framework (1995). The study focuses only on the analysis of 
intertextuality (i.e., reported speech) in that more emphasis is placed on 
investigating direct and indirect reporting sentences in the two distinct 

newspapers. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.addustour.com/
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8.1 Intertextuality Analysis 

The investigation of intertextuality necessitates the examination of 

two distinct forms of reported speech, namely direct and indirect speech 
(Richardson, 2007). Reported speech consists of two different ways of 

transmitting others’ sayings. Direct speech reproduces the exact content of 
a given discourse (Richardson, 2007). In contrast, indirect speech involves 
reporting “the content of what was said or written, not actual words used” 

(Fairclough, 2003, p. 49). Mainly, direct speech follows the original 
statement (i.e., the author takes the original form and content of the 

speaker). In contrast, indirect speech requires the original content of the 
saying in a different form. Two crucial elements of intertextuality analysis 
should be considered, mainly the reporting mode (direct and indirect 

speech) and the news source (the claimer of information the journalist 
refers to). As stated by Fairclough (2014b), news sources refer to the 

transmitters or addresses of ideas and speeches. 

8.2 Intertextuality Analysis in The Washington Post (WP) Newspaper 

The intertextuality analysis of the WP data reveals that the authors 

extensively use reported speech in their news articles (75 occurrences). 
The quantitative analysis demonstrates that direct speech tends to be used 

more frequently (53 occurrences) than indirect speech (22 occurrences), 
accounting for (70.66%) and (29.33%), respectively.  

Table 1: Reported speech in The Washington Post newspaper 

Reported speech Number Percentage 

Direct speech 53 70.66% 

Indirect speech 22 29.33% 

Total 75 100% 

It is found that the WP journalists showed their acceptance and 

support to the “Deal of the Century” in all of the data, especially in the use 
of direct reported speech.  Let us consider the following examples 
retrieved from the WP newspaper: 

1. “I think it’s a big start. I think it’s a fantastic thing if we can pull it off. 
They say it’s probably the most difficult deal anywhere and of any 

kind to make,” Trump said. (WP, January 27, 2020) 
2. Saudi Arabia was less emphatic, but a supportive statement from 

Riyadh said “The Kingdom reiterates its support for all effects at 

reaching a just a comprehensive resolution to the Palestinian cause”. 
(WP, January 28, 2020) 

3.  “Thank you for choosing peace and for halting the annexation of 
Palestinian territories,” Zayed said in remarks directed at Netanyahu. 
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(WP, September 15, 2020) 
The previous examples (1- 3) showed that direct reported speeches 

are used to shape and frame Trump’s plan as valuable and to propose 
terrific benefits for both sides (Palestinians and Israelis). The use of direct 

speech does not confirm the objectivity of the news reporters. Direct 
speech can be used to emphasize or de-emphasize a given fact, which is 
usually easy to differentiate between the supporters and the opposition 

voices (Fairclough, 2003). 
In example (1), the journalist foregrounds the US government figure's 

“Donald Trump” utterance to confirm the importance of the plan. Donald 
Trump believed that his proposed plan could solve the most challenging 
conflict in which many had failed and that implementing such a plan could 

be the best option for Palestinians and Israelis. This is based on 
Fairclough’s (1995) suggestion that using direct speech delivered by an 

authoritative source like President Trump, who is a political figure 
enjoying diplomatic power, increases the saying authenticity, thus gaining 
readers' trust and persuading them with the newspaper’s ideological views. 

In example (2), the WP reporter foregrounded the Arab leader's voice 
as the news reporting source and places it at the beginning of the sentence 

to emphasize his voice. The journalist reported Saudi Arabia's speech, 
stating that the country supports all initiatives to save the Palestinian issue 
and resolve the decades-long conflict. Arab sources, the Palestinians' best 

allies, are used to convince readers that they are objective and thus 
increase their credibility to justify their alignment to the “Deal of the 

Century”. Furthermore, it highlights and supports Trump and his allies' 
efforts to solve the Israeli-Palestinian issue. 

In example (3), the journalist reported the words of “Abdullah bin 

Zayed”, the United Arab Emirates foreign minister, while appreciating the 
US and Israel’s efforts to promote peace in the region and end the 

annexation of Palestinian territories. This can be deduced by using the 
word "peace" to refer to the plan. This direct reported speech source is 
intended to provide an argument for the effectiveness of Trump's plan, 

showing that even Arab leaders and countries are aware of their benefits, 
and they support it.  

The results in Table (2) below show that WP relies more on the 
American authority figures' voices, with 54.71% (29 occurrences) in direct 
speech and 72.72% (16 occurrences) in indirect speech. All reported 

speeches conveyed the benefits of the plan. In comparison, the Palestinian 
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figures' voices are less frequently used (9.43%, only 5 occurrences) in 
direct speech without mentioning them in indirect speech. This shows a 

pattern of prioritizing American voices and marginalizing Palestinian ones. 
The examples show that WP reporters base their articles on reporting the 

statements of the US authoritative news sources and mentioning the plan's 
benefits to emphasize their support for the plan. 

Table 2: Detailed intertextuality distribution in the WP newspaper 

Intertextuality (Reported 

voices) 

Direct speech Indirect speech 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

American leaders/ organization 29 54.71% 16 72.72% 

Palestinian leaders/organization 5 9.43% / / 

Arab leaders/organization 13 24.52% 2 9.09% 

Israeli leaders/organization 6 11.32% 4 18.18% 

Total 53 100% 22 100% 

The results in Table (2) also indicate that journalists used the Arab 

leaders'/organizations' voices with a frequency of 24.52% (13 times) in 
direct speech and 9.09% (2 times) in indirect speech. They mainly reported 
optimistic speeches by Arab leaders/organizations about the “Deal of the 

Century.” However, when journalists use indirect speech, the authenticity 
of the content is questioned because the journalist can influence a person's 

reported utterances in the sense that indirect speech minimizes the distance 
between the journalist and the content of the speech. Even when journalists 
quote news sources, the language terminology and vocabulary used can be 

applied to emphasize and promote the newspaper’s ideological foundation 
and goals since the language choice can increase or decrease the 

statement’s value. Finally, Israeli leaders’/organizations’ voices, with 
11.32% (6 occurrences) in direct speech and 18.18% (4 occurrences) in 
indirect speech, also portray the plan's beneficial advantages. 

WP journalists' support for the “Deal of the Century” was expressed 
through direct and indirect speech. Its use represents a clear promotion of 

the plan. Consider the following examples of indirect speech from the WP 
newspaper: 
1. Trump said many Arab states have signed on his approach (WP, 

January 27, 2020). 
2. The Western diplomat said that the economic plan is “very useful” as a 

background document and that people “shouldn’t be worried” about 
shaking up an inefficient aid system (WP, June 25, 2019). 

3.  The Kushner package essentially assesses that the Palestinian 

bargaining position is poor and getting worse and asks Palestinian 
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leaders to negotiate for part of the loaf rather than watch the whole loaf 
disappear, said people who have heard Kushner describe the proposal 

(WP, January 27, 2020) 
 In example (4), the journalist used “Donald Trump” as his primary 

and principal citing news source. In this example, the journalist reported 
Trump's voice announcing that his plan has been accepted by Arab 
countries, which can leave the Palestinians alone because some Arab 

countries have begun normalizing relations with Israel. The journalist 
manipulates Trump's saying to convince readers that even Arab countries 

support and endorse the “Deal of the Century”, which supposedly 
prioritizes Palestinian interests. 

In example (5), the journalist reports a Western diplomat's saying, 

conveying that the plan benefits Israel and Palestine economically. The 
journalist uses square quotes with a positive referent “very useful” of the 

plan while indirectly reporting the speech in a way that fits the newspaper's 
perspective. They intentionally use it to attract readers' attention to 
reconsider people’s fear of the document and are reluctant to change their 

existing system, which is already ineffective. Most reported sources are 
foregrounded (i.e., placed at the beginning of sentences) to emphasize their 

voices.  
In example (6), the journalist uses the indirect speech source’s voice, 

“People who are aware of the plan”, to warn the Palestinians of the risk of 

losing their entire country and thereby compares the country to “a loaf of 
bread” to convince readers that Trump’s plan is the only solution to save 

the country. Thus, through manipulating the speaker’s speech, the 
journalist positively frames the reported voice to encourage people to 
accept the plan. 

Overall, the quantitative and qualitative analysis of the data showed 
the WP newspaper’s support for the “Deal of the Century”. Thus, the 

various uses of intertextuality, especially the use of American figures' 
indirect speech sources, are consistent with Trump’s blueprint. This means 
that all reported speech appears to be favorable to the plan. Intertextuality 

is used in a way that shows that the plan founder is a peace founder and the 
plan itself is the salvation plan. 

8.3 Intertextuality Analysis in the Ad-Dustour Newspaper 

Data analysis shows that the newspaper uses intertextuality to express 
its ideology toward the “Deal of the Century”. Quantitatively, the results in 

Table (3) shows that journalists use 39 occurrences of reported speech. 
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Interestingly, they use indirect speech (58.97%) more than direct speech 
(41.02%). 

Table 3: The frequency of reported speech in Ad-Dustour Newspaper 
Reported speech Number Percentage 

Indirect speech 23 58.97% 

Direct speech 16 41.02% 

Total 39 100% 

Almost all the data analyzed showed that journalists reject the “Deal 
of the Century” and disagree with its components, as demonstrated by the 
use of intertextuality to achieve this goal.  Consider these examples that 

illustrate the use of direct reported speech from Ad-Dustour newspaper: 

( 2020يناير 22) قال الرئيس الفلسطيني "سنعيد هذه الصفعة صفعات في المستقبل". .1  

The Palestinian president said “We will give this slap back in the 
future” (January 28, 2020) 

 

القدس فإن ذلك  تابع )عريقات(" لو جاءت تل ابيب و ترمب بكل دول العالم لفتح سفارتها في .2
 “.ر جدا فمشكلة الاحتلال لا تزال قائمة وما حدث في البيت الأبيض خطي ،ينهي الأمرلن 

  ( 2020سبتمبر  51)

He (Erekat) continued “If Tel Aviv and Trump bring all countries of the 
world to open their embassies in Jerusalem, this will not end the matter, 

because the problem of the occupation still exists, and what happened in 

the White House is very dangerous”. (September 16, 2020( 
ض تقسيمات اضاف )بكيرات( ل "الدستور" "يسعى الاحتلال ومن خلفه الإدارة الأمريكية ، لفر  .3

ها عاصمة ين، بعد إعلانجديدة في المنطقة، تحول دون ان تكون القدس عاصمة للفلسطيني
ه التي أبدية وغير مقسمة لدولة الاحتلال، خابوا وخسروا ، فالأردن لن يتنازل عن وصايت

( 2020فبراير 1) حفض للقدس هويتها العربية و الاسلامية".   

Bakirat added to Ad-Dustour, “The occupation, and behind it the 
American administration, are seeking to impose new divisions in the 

region, preventing Jerusalem from becoming the capital of the 
Palestinians, after declaring it the eternal and undivided capital of the 

occupying state. They were disappointed and lost. Jordan will not give 
up its tutelage that preserved its Arab and Islamic identity to 
Jerusalem”. (February 6, 2020) 

In example (7), the journalist reported the Palestinian president's 
speech, expressing his rejection of Trump’s plan and calling it a “slap”. 
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This shows the reaction against that plan as an ironic reference. This 
underscores Palestinian confidence in the international legitimacy of 

rejecting the plan because it does not guarantee essential Palestinian rights. 
This example demonstrates that the “Deal of the Century” is non-

beneficial to the Palestinians and does not benefit the state's prosperity but 
favors the Israeli State. Using an authoritative voice increases the 
statement's authenticity by reporting the original speech and thus 

strengthens the newspaper’s credibility. This could improve the quality of 
the newspaper’s argument against the plan and thus increase its chances of 

convincing readers of the legitimacy of its ideas. Additionally, journalists 
strategically use the Palestinian president as a source of information for the 
reported speech, as this affects the reported speech values. 

In example (8), the journalist reported the late Palestinian politician 
Saeb Erekat's speech, commenting on Trump's announcement that he (i.e., 

Trump) would move the US embassy to Jerusalem after recognizing it as 
Israel's capital. Erekat said that even if all the world's countries and nations 
came to open embassies in Jerusalem, this would never end the problem 

and called what happened at the White House very dangerous, referring to 
the content of the "Deal of the Century" (including cutting aids from 

UNRWA and Jerusalem approval as the capital of Israel). The authority-
reported source was used as a means to confirm the newspaper's 
assumption that refused the plan because the direct reported speech 

increased the newspaper's credibility by providing reasonable references to 
convince readers of their plan rejection. 

In example (9), the journalist reported the Palestinian figure Najeh 
Bakirat's speech, the Islamic Endowment Department deputy of the 
general director in occupied Jerusalem, referring to the Israeli and 

American goals behind Trump's plan. “Bakirat” said the plan aimed to 
create a new division in the Palestinian State. In contrast, most Palestinian 

territory would be desert, with the Palestinian capital in East Jerusalem. It 
would never recognize Jerusalem as a Palestinian capital after Trump’s 
claim that Jerusalem is Israel's capital and that the US Embassy will be 

moved there. Once again, the news-reported speech source is an 
authoritative source; the Palestinian figure is a public religious figure, and 

this makes it influential for the audience, representing an authentic source 
of news-reported speech. This source is trustful to increase the 
newspaper’s credibility by emphasizing its assumptions and ideological 

stance on the “Deal of the Century.” 
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The results in Table (4) below showed the different uses of 
intertextuality (direct and indirect speech) with varying reporting sources 

used in Ad-Dustour newspaper. The results indicated that the Palestinian 
individuals'/organizations' voices are the most dominant, with (93.75%) in 

the direct reported speeches and (95,65%) of the reported indirect 
speeches. The results also show that the American leaders’/organizations’ 
reported speech sources are hardly used (6.25%) in direct reported speech 

and in indirect reported speech (4.34%). This can be explained by Ad-
Dustour’s bias in favor of Palestinian leaders/organizations, defending the 

Palestinian Authority's rejection of the “Deal of the Century”. The results 
further showed that the Israeli or Arab leaders/organizations' reported 
voices were never recorded. This is because Ad-Dustour newspaper did 

not consider the Israeli-reported speech as authentic sources and avoided 
Arab sources to show their objectivity toward the subject since the use of 

Arab-reported speech can be used subjectively.  
Table 4: Detailed intertextuality distribution in Ad-Dustour newspaper 

Intertextuality (Reported 

voices) 

Direct speech Indirect speech 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

American leaders/ organization 1 6.25% 1 4.34% 

Palestinian leaders/organization 15 93.75% 22 95.65% 

Arab leaders/organization / / / / 

Israeli leaders/organization / / / / 

Total 16 100% 23 100% 

The results in Table (4) show a bias towards the Palestinians rather 
than the US, Israel, or Arab sources. Ad-Dustour used directly and 

indirectly reported speeches to denounce the "Deal of the Century”. 
Conversely, the journalists reported important figures’ voices rejecting the 
“Deal of the Century”. This intertextuality portrays Trump’s plan as an 

unfair deal that nearly gave Israel wish-list demands and ignored 
Palestinians' vital rights. They presented the plan's component as a real 

threat to Arab countries in general and the Palestinian State in particular. 
We see that the journalist tries to highlight the disadvantages and dangers 
that may arise with such a plan and, therefore, uses indirect reported 

speech. Consider the following examples of indirect speech from Ad-
Dustour newspaper: 

 حتل دولةيتنكر لحقيقة أن اسرائيل قوة ت كد صائب عريقات أن أي محاولة أو صفقة أو إملاءا .4
يدخل القدس الشرقية وقطاع غزة( س )الضفة الغربية بما فيها 5917على حدود  فلسطين

(2020كانون الثاني / يناير 21ال القرن". )يالتاريخ علی اعتباره "احت     
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Saeb Erekat confirmed that any attempt, deal, or dictation that denies 
the fact that Israel is a force that occupies the state of Palestine on the 

1967 borders (the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza 
Strip) will go down in history as the “fraud of the century”. (January 

26, 2020) 

من الضفة الغربية بها فيما  %33وشدّد عريقات على أن خارطة صفقة القرن تشمل ضم  .5
 51 ) محتلة.المستوطنات وضم القدس الشرقية ال على البحر الميت وضم شواطئ فلسطين
(                                        2020أيلول/ سبتمبر  

Erekat stressed that the map of the 'Deal of the Century' includes the 
annexation of 33% of the West Bank, including the shores of Palestine 
on the Dead Sea, the annexation of settlements, and the annexation of 

occupied East Jerusalem. (September 16, 2020) 

قبل به الفلسطينيون به عقل بشر فكيف ي بكيرات أن محتوى صفقة القرن باطل ولا يقبل بيّن .6
أنها أمر والأردنيون. لافتا إلى أن الإدارة الامريكية حاولت اضفاء شرعية على خطتها وك

(                                       2020شباط / فبراير 1)واقع.   

Bakirat indicated that the deal of the century content is invalid and is 
not accepted by the human mind, so how can the Palestinians and 

Jordanians accept it, pointing out that the US administration tried to 
legitimize its plan as if it were a fact (February 6, 2020). 
In example (10), the journalist refered to PLO Executive Committee 

Secretary Saeb Erekat’s rejection of the plan content and any plan that 
denies the fact that Israel is an occupying force. Concluding that the plan 

would be considered “the fraud of the century”, Erikat used this expression 
ironically for the “Deal of the Century” and considered it as a cheating 
plan. This clearly shows Ad-Dustour newspaper's rejection of the plan. 

Ad-Dustour widely uses indirect speech, which the journalist’s vocabulary 
can often manipulate to report one’s saying because it is consistent with 

the ideological foundation of the newspaper. Additionally, using the 
positive reported verb “confirmed” plays an essential role in expressing a 
favorable reference to the reported statement in a way that shows that the 

journalist wanted to emphasize it and that he was in agreement with the 
established standpoint. This means that Erikat’s speech is used to serve the 

newspaper’s interests; in some way, the journalist perceives that the 
reported speech pursues the underlying ideology of the newspaper. 

In example (11), the journalist reported the Palestinian authoritative 

figure Saeb Erekat’s speech, evoking one of the disadvantages and threats 
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of the “Deal of the Century”. He said this plan could be risky and lead to 
the annexation of 33% of the West Bank in favor of Israel, including 

occupied East Jerusalem. This severely threatens the Palestinian State 
because they will never accept a state without Jerusalem as its capital. The 

journalist uses an authoritative Palestinian voice (Saeb Erekat) to 
emphasize his point and increase the newspaper’s credibility in 
denouncing the “Deal of the Century” and portraying it negatively. In 

addition, the reporter used a positive verbal process (stress) to emphasize 
Trump’s plan impressions. Besides indirect speech, as mentioned earlier, 

journalists can influence the content of reported speech because it serves 
the newspaper’s ideological beliefs through the vocabulary used to deliver 

reported speech. The use of vocabulary such as “المحتلة” (occupied) shows 

Ad-Dustour newspaper’s ideology defending the fact that an external force 
occupies Palestine. 

In example (12), the journalist refered to the Palestinian figure “Najeh 
Bakirat”'s rejection and denunciation (general director’s deputy of the 

Islamic Endowment Department in occupied Jerusalem) of the “Deal of 
the Century” and emphasized that the plan’s content could not be accepted 
by any Palestinian or even Jordanian. He added that the US administration 

presented the plan in a way that influenced the Palestinians’ views and 
public opinion due to the plan’s legitimacy. The use of authoritative 

reported speech sources (Najeh Bakirat) is deliberately used to support 
their rejection of the “Deal of the Century” and to promote their 
ideological position by citing authoritative reported speech voices. The 

indirect speech can be manipulated to fit perfectly with the newspaper's 
ideological underpinnings because the language is tied to the underlying 

ideology. The language choice proves this since choosing a word instead 
of another gives more or take from the meaning value, and so can show the 
speaker’s point of view. 

The previous examples (10-12) use an authoritative voice to make the 
information more trustworthy while convincing the readers of their 

ideological position. The newspaper supported the rejection of the 
Palestinian and Arab leaders toward the plans. They were trying to 
persuade readers of their ideological thoughts. 

Overall, the qualitative and quantitative analysis of Ad-Dustour’s use 
of intertextuality shows that journalists used both direct and indirect 

speech patterns to emphasize their opposition to Trump's plan and their 
disagreement with its content, promoting the idea that the “Deal of the 
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Century” constitutes a severe threat. Additionally, journalists aimed to 
promote negative impressions of the plan, emphasizing that the "deal" is a 

theft plan and portraying it as ineffective for Palestinian interests that 
could affect Palestine, Jordan, and all Arab countries’ stability. 

9. Discussion 

The data analysis reveals that intertextuality is used in the WP and 
Ad-Dustour newspapers distinctly. Each newspaper uses reported speech 

in the best possible way based on its underlying ideological stance. 
Quantitative analysis shows that the WP newspaper often uses an 

intertextual pattern in which the proportion of directly reported speech is 
higher than recorded indirect speech. We found that the intertextuality 
presented the “Deal of the Century” in a very positive way. This shows a 

clear bias toward Israel because the plan favors the country's benefits. The 
WP newspaper uses its power as a way, to report the positive benefits and 

advantages of the plan by reported by several figures. In addition to the use 
of favorable vocabulary while using indirect speech referring to the plan.  

The WP newspaper relies heavily on US and Israeli-reported speech 

sources. It is trying to present a positive image of this plan because it is an 
American newspaper that supports American objectives and defends 

Israel's benefits as America's best ally. However, Ad-Dustour newspaper 
was found to be negatively associated with the "Deal of the Century". Ad-
Dustour newspaper takes control of what can be published and how.  This 

power allows it to report selective negative report speech from Arab 
leaders, mainly attributing harmful referential components of the plan, in 

addition to its risky impact on the Palestinian state. The negative plan 
portrayal can be explained by the fact that Jordan and Palestine have 
strong fraternal ties and that Ad-Dustour, as a Jordanian newspaper, 

supports Palestinian rights. This result shows that Ad-Dustour is biased 
toward the Palestinian side, which explains the plan's negative 

representation as it is not for the Palestinian benefit.  
The influence of the newspaper's power on expressing its ideological 

views is consistent with the one reported by Warshagha (2019), who found 

that Al-Jazeera and CNN used consistent language with their ideological 
background. The results are also similar to Amer (2022), who found that 

the media showed bias toward Israel's attack on Gaza. This reflects the 
powerful impact of media discourse on the expression of one's ideology. 

WP's bias towards Israel and Ad-Dustour's support for Palestinian 

rights are in line with the findings of Taha and Al-Khanji (2020). They 
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concluded that the "Jordanian Times" and the Guardian newspapers view 
Palestinians as victims of Israeli persecution. In contrast, the New York 

Times and the Haaretz newspapers were considered biased in favor of 
Israel while using intertextual patterns. However, these results contradict 

Zelizer's (2002) investigation, for he found that, due to the nature of Israel-
Palestine as a matter of human suffering, all US newspapers, including 
NYT, WP, and Chicago Tribune, take a conservative approach to either 

side- Palestine or Israel. The results are also consistent with the ones 
reached by Tantish (2012), in which those underlying ideologies are 

revealed through the presentation of media actors and discourses on Al-
Jazeera and CNN. 

Likewise, Khader's (2020) results confirm the results of this study 

since he studied the Trump and Netanyahu speeches regarding the “Deal 
of the Century” announcement. He found that both speeches were biased 

in favor of Israel, indicating power abuses in speeches, which aimed at 
exposing ideological goals. This result is adequate with the present study 
results as the WP reported the benefits of the plan and used positive 

vocabulary to persuade the readers of the plan's legitimacy. 

10. Conclusion 

This investigation analyzes the intertextuality used to represent the 
“Deal of the Century” in the WP and Ad-Dustour newspapers. The study 
aimed to reveal how the two newspapers use the intertextuality pattern and 

how they manipulate the reported speech voices to reflect the newspapers' 
ideology. The analysis is based only on the study of intertextuality as a 

discourse strategy in selected articles dealing with Trump's plan. 
Intertextuality analysis reveals that WP newspaper endeavors to present an 
optimistic image of the plan. 

 Journalists presented the plan as the most effective means of 
resolving the Israel-Palestine issue and created a sympathetic image of its 

content, aiming to convince readers of the plan's usefulness by including a 
significant number of American and Israeli figures/organizations reported 
speech voices.  However, Ad-Dustour newspaper considered the project an 

unnecessary initiative, highlighting its shortcomings and describing it as 
pointless to persuade its readers of the plan's failure. Thus, through the use 

of direct/indirect speech to report the disadvantage/threat of the plan using 
pejorative lexis to reflect the plan’s constituents is used to show their 
rejection of the plan.  

Furthermore, the study shows how the language used, with its use of 
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intertextuality, is linked to the newspapers' ideological foundation. 
Intertextual patterns vary depending on the ideological purpose of each 

newspaper. The study concludes that intertextuality plays an essential role 
as a discourse strategy to reveal the newspaper's views and unveil its 

ideological foundations.     
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